
Newsletter - February 2020

Welcome to the 
February 2020 
edition of The 
Boys Clubhouse 
newsletter There 
have been so many 
new developments 
over the last few 
months that we have 
barely had a chance 
to catch our breath, 
but let us give you 
a brief peak into 
some recent major 
achievements.

DAILY LIFE AT OUR CENTRE: 

If you are ever in Hendon near Hendon Central with a few 
minutes to spare, why not pop in to our HQ? There is 
literally never a dull moment at 240 Hendon Way! You will 

see some of our boys testing their talents in the music studio, 
while others are working feverishly in the Ebay Office. Some 
will be engaged in life coaching discussions with counselors 
whilst others just chill in the games room. Fully equipped with a 
Playstation, Pool Table, Table Tennis and now a new library you 
are unlikely to be bored. One of the boys even uses a room as 
a base for a highly successful nearby construction project. All in 
all, it's always very busy.

Clubhouse Business Enterprise (CBE)
After a very busy winter period selling personalised covers, we 

will be expanding the phone cover ebay shop and are in the 
process of developing our own website which is being designed 
and planned by the boys.
We congratulate B on setting up his own eBay business and 

still using our center to dispatch his goods from.
We will also be partnering with ‘Resource’ a charity that helps 

with preparation for employment. Clients that we support will 
be given the option of a 1-1 worker to prepare CVs, interview 
training.
Businesses that we have helped set up in the last 3 months 

include Dog Training and ‘Build a Box’ , building flat packed 
furniture.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 Plans are underway to 
resume our successful 
weekly activities for those 
who are not in work or 
education. We piloted this 
project in the Summer 
with weekly day trips 
and excursions and the 
results were tangible. We 
are looking at a range of 
suitable Winter activities 
and will be launching them 
soon.
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Boys Clubhouse Poland Experience

A fter many years in the pipeline 
the long awaited Boys Clubhouse 
Poland Trip finally took place in 

late November last year. 23 participants, 
5 members of staff and a fantastic tour 
guide, embarked on a once in a lifetime 
trip to be educated and learn about our 
Jewish heritage in Poland before the 
war. It was a dizzying 3 days with a 
jam packed schedule and the group of 
29 had a chance to see first-hand what 
the Jewish People had in Poland and 
what we lost during the Holocaust. The 
group experienced some of the most 
extreme feelings; the depth of despair 
of a gas chamber to the hope and 
courage of survivors who didn’t give 
up. Every single participant on the trip 
had at least one moment when they 
felt emotionally awakened, whether in 
the dark of Treblinka or the hell of 
Majdanek. Whether in the children’s 
mass grave in the forest or in a barrack 
filled with shoes at Auschwitz. Everyone 
without exception, could not fail to 
connect to the suffering and hope of 
our people and for many it left them 
with a deeper appreciation of life and 
a better perspective on their own daily 
struggles in today’s day and age.
 At the end of the trip, given the 

amount of kilometres and locations 
covered - Warsaw, Lublin, Lizhensk and 
Krakow to name but a few - the group 
sat in a circle and each participant 
was given a chance to say what their 
particular highlight was and what 
lessons they would take with them for 
life. To hear the insights of the boys 
was incredibly insightful and showed just 
how meaningful the trip was and how 
it affected every individual. The feeling 
of unity was palpable and the success 
of the entire project was beyond the 

wildest dreams of the staff who had put 
so much effort to ensure we maximised 
the power of such a trip. There has 
already been a Shabbaton “reunion” for 
those who went on the trip, at the home 
of Lolu Hibbert in Edgware and plans 
are underway for another trip to other 
Jewish historical locations in Europe.
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F inancial uncertainty due to Brexit and 
the December 2019 General Election 
has had an effect on funding received. 

We are hopeful that funders will be more 
relaxed and generous now that there is a 
degree of certainty, at least in government. 
Despite the challenging times we received 
much needed funding from The Old Bradians 
and the Shoresh Foundation for our CBE 
project, which is being used for skill training 

and helping young people into work. Continued 
support has been received from the Jewish 
Youth Fund for youth activities. Some help 
has been given for our Israel project. We also 
thank our many private donors, who wish to 
remain anonymous, whose support enables us 
to continue in helping young men overcome 
the barriers preventing them from getting the 
education and training needed to get them 
into employment.as

NEWS ON GRANTS

Since returning from Poland the enthusiasm and 
thirst amongst the boys to learn more about 
their heritage and Jewish related topics in gen-

eral, has gone up another whole level. Our existing 
Monday night learning programme at Bridge Lane Shul 
has gone from strength to strength with boys engaging 
with mentors in topics such as, Talmud, Jewish phi-
losophy and Ethics of our Fathers. Additionally, at the 

behest of the boys themselves, a new shiur has started 
on a Thursday night at the home of Nooky Chissick. 
With some traditional foods such as cholent and kugel, 
the shiur gives the boys a platform to keep up their 
renewed connection to Judaism that many discovered 
in Poland. The boys are given the chance to learn a 
variety of topics relating to their everyday lives and the 
turnout has been tremendous, despite the late hour.

Monday & Thursday Night learning programmes

Here in Jerusalem, Israel, the 
winter nights can get really nippy 
and chilly, the boys get together 

in The Cave for some warmth 
and downtime. Would like to 
thanks the boys in Moshuv 
Adam (Avi Mansor, Levi Si-

mon and Yona Rakovsky) for 
hosting a Chanukah party for the 
Clubhouse!

Israel Update

Horse Riding
The Boys Clubhouse 

is continuing its activity 
weekly to the horse 
stables. We currently have 
three clients attending 
and working towards their 
BHS Level 1 when they 
are good enough. One of 
our clients has recently 
been offered a part time 
job at the stables three 
days a week from 9am 
until 7pm. This has given 
a new lease of life as he 

was staying cooped up in 
his bedroom for hours at 
a time. His mother sent a 
message last week saying 
“Good Morning Lollu, We 
can’t believe it it
Simon got up early on 

his own and has already 
left the house!! We have 
spaces for more clients 
and the boys benefit both 
mentally and physically 
from these session.
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