
Newsletter - June 2020

Welcome to the June 
2020 edition of The Boys 
Clubhouse newsletter 
There have been so 
many new developments 
over the last few months 
that we have barely 
had a chance to catch 
our breath, but let us 
give you a brief peak 
into some recent major 
achievements.
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בס״ד

During the current 
unprecedented times the 

Boys Clubhouse has quickly 
adapted to the needs of our clients 
and all of those who access our 
services.
Whilst we have used the lockdown 

time to refurbish our main drop in 
centre and homeless shelter, we 
have continued remotely to offer 
an array of services to support our 
clients. Before Passover we sent 
dozens of food packages to all of 
our clients who would be spending 
the festival alone. We then began 
a daily lockdown Zoom session 
where the boys had a chance to 
connect with each other, share 

ideas and sing together. This also 
provided an opportunity for our 
clients and staff in our satellite 
Israel programme, to reconnect 
with their peers in the UK. We also 
took the opportunity to launch a 
daily group discussion session over 
Zoom where the emphasis was 
to find the good in one another 
and to keep the boys spirits up. 
Some of our boys were inspired 
to assist local charities such as 
Gift to help deliver food parcels 
and medical needs to the elderly 
and those who were self-isolating. 
It was so heart-warming to see 
adversity bring out the best of 
some of these young teenagers, 

who literally overnight changed from 
- not having a care in the world 
prior to Covid-19 - to now selflessly 
caring for one another and putting 
the community needs first.
Our one on one mentoring sessions 

also continued via Zoom and as soon 
as government guidelines allowed, 
our mentors were on hand to offer 
the boys a chance to get out and 
practise “socially distanced” cycling 
with a mentor. This has been especially 
invigorating for some of our more 
vulnerable clients who live alone and 
in desperate need of companionship.
  With the lockdown rules now 

relaxed further, some of the  boys 
meet weekly in Hendon Park in small 
“bubble groups” of 6, to spend some 
quality - albeit socially distanced - time 
with the staff. This crisis has certainly 
brought out the best in many of our 
boys and truly promotes the slogan 
which hangs proudly in our main 
centre “life is not about waiting 
for the storm to pass, it’s about 
learning how to dance in the rain!”.
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Thanks to The Delpage Charity, we 
have been able to go ahead and 
do a complete refurbish of our 

offices and drop in center at 240 Hendon 
Way. The primary objective is to expand 
our CBE (Business Enterprise) and be able 
to accommodate more clients, but at the 
same time the entire center will be redone, 
offering a more up to date music studio, 
a work hub and fully equipped gym kindly 
sponsored by the Jewish Childs Day.
Covid-19 has put a spanner in the works, 

but with true Clubhouse spirit, the builders 
are going ahead with whatever they can 
under the circumstances. We anticipate 
that the building works are complete by 
end of June.

Building Refurbishment Update 

CBE – Author new member of staff Ben Katz 
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I am delighted and excited 
to have joined the amazing 
Clubhouse team in February.  The 
CBE has done some amazing 
things over the past few years.  
Many boys have benefited from 

the program inspiring some to open their own 
businesses and others as a springboard to kickstart 
their careers.  Although we have had to close the 
shops due to the ongoing refurbishment works 
at the centre behind the scenes, we are working 
on some exciting projects including our very own 

website 123custom.co.uk.
My job at the CBE is to expand the operations 

and ensure the smooth running of the business.  
At the moment we have two of our boys working 
part time.  We would like to increase that and to 
ensure that there is always enough work for at least 
four to five boys full time.  I am looking forward to 
getting to know everyone at The Clubhouse and 
wish to thank Ari and the team for making me feel 
so welcome.

Ben Katz

The early months of 2020 
were very good for us and our 
projects with support from the 
Chesterhill Trust, The David 
Uri Memorial Trust, The G 
M Morrison Charitable Trust, 
Jewish Youth Fund, The Kirsh 
Foundation and Percy Bilton all 
supporting a range of projects 

both in Barnet and Jerusalem. 
A special mention goes to 

The Jewish Childs day who 
are helping us with our new 
gym that wil be used when our 
refurbishments are complete.
Our thanks, as always, must go 

to Jordana Brayam for her help 
with our grant writing efforts.
And then came Coronavirus. 

Many funders, including regular 
supporters from whom we may 

have had a favourable response, 
have had to look at what they 
are doing with regard to funding. 
In turn, they have sought 
responses from us on what we 
are doing now to address the 
help so needed by young people 
who have become even more 
isolated from society and how we 
will help them overcome issues, 
both old and new, resulting from 
this devastating pandemic.

Grants
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 Continued from page 2 
In the Young Barnet 

Foundation we have found 
a good friend, indicating 
sources of new finance to 
overcome the issues that 
our young people are 
facing; particularly with 

regard to unemployment 
and homelessness. A 
direct grant from it, from 
funds donated by Barnet 
residents, will pay towards 
food, cleaning materials 
and hygiene costs of the 
young men that we are 

sheltering. 
Support for our work 

with the homeless has 
also been granted via 
the City Bridge Trust, 
one of the participants in 
the London Community 
Response Fund.

We are pleased to 
announce that we 
have signed a con-
tract with ‘Upshot’ 
through Young Bar-
net Community. Up-
shot is an excellent 
online software that 
will help us manage, 
monitor clients. This 

will help us work with 
outcomes have a 
better understanding 
what is helping our 
clients and what we 
can better. We would 
like to thank the staff 
at Upshot for helping 
us with integration 
and set up.

DATA/CRM

Yes, Corona was in 
Israel too...The Cave was 
open on a very limited 
format as required by 
Government Guidelines, 
and mostly connected 
via Zoom (like all). Even 
so, we still had some jobs 
that the boys managed 
to get including 

apartment painting, 
security, hauling and 
store related jobs. We 
are back on track now 
and have re-opened 
after a major clean up 
and fixes around the 
Cave, 
Summer is back and 

we are ready to go!!

Israel Update


